Minutes of the Meeting of 
Members with Disabilities Action Committee (MDAC)
September 3, 2009. 

15 Holland Avenue, Ottawa

A //    In Attendance: 

· Pat McGrath                   
(UNDE) (MDAC Chair) 

· Claudette Guibord            
(UCTE) 




· Marc Masson                   
(CIC) 

· Peter Hyduk                     
(UNDE) 

· Denise Camus      

(CEIU) 

· Judith Lewis                     
(NHU) 

· Maria Fitzpatrick


(Regional Executive Vice-Pres)

· Stephanie Penwarden     
(PSAC Rgn Rep) 

· Michel Tondreau             
(GSU)

B // Absent: 

· Wilma Findlay           

(GSU) 

· Rachelle Halpenny

(UTE)

· Byron Bolik



(NRC REP)

· Rejéan Roy


(UTE)

· Hugh McGoldrick


(UTE)

C // Sending Regrets: 

· James Infantino          

(PSAC) (DI Advisor) 

· John Jedrasik        

(GSU) 

· Gabriel Nicholas                    (UNDE)

1 // Introduction 

Meeting was called to order at 17:40 hrs. 

2 //  Adoption of Agenda

The Agenda for meeting was reviewed and accepted: 

· Motion :      
- Peter Hyduk                     
(UNDE) 
· 2nd :           
- Claudette Guibord            
(UCTE)  

· Carried 

3 //  Adoption of Minutes from last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting was reviewed and small grammatical additions were made. Motion to adopt with changes:

· Motion :      
- Peter Hyduk                     
(UNDE) 
· 2nd :           
- Marc Masson                   
(CIC) 
· Carried 

4// Matters arising from last meeting (s)
Some new ideas were discussed for the MDAC Event Dec.3rd 2009 event :

· Pending acceptance from James Infantino   (PSAC) (DI Advisor), we would have him give a talk about disability trends… ie. Statistics, health care claims … etc.  It was also mentioned that before he speaks, the members of the audience would be given a blind fold or some other prop to mimic a disability; and asked to wear it during the show. The intent is to have the audience have a better understanding of what people with challenges have to go through.
· If James is not available, we would have a talk on Adaptive Technology instead. In both cases, invites are to be sent to the National Executives and the local media, in order to get as much exposer as possible for the Event.

· Motion :      
- Peter Hyduk                     
(UNDE) 
· 2nd :           
- Michel Tondreau             
(GSU)

· Carried 

5/ Bill C10

Judith Lewis canvassed Westboro with the Ottawa Area Council to discuss the short comings of Bill C10;ie freezing wages and women’s wages cannot be fought for by the union. 
They managed to speak to the managers in over 100 stores and really market their cause. Most merchants were receptive to the group and some even showed their support to the cause by agreeing to put up anti Bill C10 posters in their place of business and signing petitions.

6/ Health and Safety Conference

Pat asked for volunteers to help draft some resolutions for this conference. One resolution was passed by the committee.

Resolution

Whereas chlorine bleach contained in certain paper products has been found to be harmful to the environment and to people; and 

Whereas chlorine-free products are readily available;

Be it resolved that the PSAC purchase chlorine-free paper products such as facial tissue, toilet tissue, paper towels, photocopy, etc. in an effort to protect the environment and people.

· Motion :      
- Denise Camus      

(CEIU) 

· 2nd :           
- Claudette Guibord            
(UCTE)
· Carried 

Claudette, Denise and Pat will be meeting Sept. 10 to write up additional resolutions which will be put to MDAC by electronic mail.

7/ OFL The Ontario Federation of Labour Convention

The OFL is a central labour body in Ontario for locals that are affiliated with the Canadian Labour Congress. Some of the issues that they work on are health and safety, womens rights … etc. 

HUMAN RIGHTS FORUM 

Saturday, November 21, 2009; Sheraton Centre, Toronto 

Pat was interested in proposing some MDAC resolutions and obtaining a PSAC accessibility checklist which shows inaccessible buildings to back up her points of her resolutions.

8/ AODA Accessibility for Ontarions with Disabilities Action 2005

AODA will be coming to Ottawa in the near future for a conference. The above mentioned act was a source of great interest for MDAC.

The purpose of the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005, is to achieve accessibility for Ontarians with disabilities with respect to goods, services, facilities, accommodation, employment, buildings, structures and premises on or before January 1, 2025, by developing, implementing and enforcing accessibility standards. The Act would also provide for the involvement of people with disabilities, representatives of sectors of the economy and the Government of Ontario in the development of accessibility standards
9/ PWD issues at the PSAC Triennial Convention April 26th – May 1st 2009

An email was sent to the organizers of the Triennial Convention to address some of the accommodations concerns. For example, some dietary and transportation issues did not meet some of the members needs. Maria Fitzpatrick Regional Executive Vice-President personally thanked MDAC for taking a lead in pointing out the accommodation problems and applauded the initiative. She has since spoken to John Gorden, National President and she has received assurances that measures will be put into place to ensure that the same things do not happen at future conferences.
10/ MDAC 20 year anniversary.
To organize the 20th anniversary, with an appropriate celebration to mark the occasion, the group came up with some ideas.

· Hold the celebration in March 2010 in both official languages

· Book the big PSAC boardroom

· Place timelines on the walls  to show how far we have come

· Invite retired members of the committee to talk about:
· what MDACs biggest accomplishments are

· how disability issues have changed

· Human Rights cases of interest

11/ Round Table 

Pat

Said that the Ottawa and District Labour Council will be making a float for the Celebrate Labour Day 2009 festival. If anybody wanted to help with the float, the organization would certainly appreciate it.

She also mentioned that new guidelines are in place for air travel to provide accessibility for Person’s with Disabilities.
 http://www.cta-otc.gc.ca/doc.php?sid=1159&lang=eng

Peter

Mentioned that the idea of purchasing 10 tickets for $110 from the Shriners Circus on behalf of MDAC has been cancelled. 

Claudette Guibord       

Discussed a proposed agreement with the US to store their toxic waste in Canada. The concern is that many of the proposed sites are next to fresh water springs. 

Stephanie

The Canadian Museum of Civilization Corporation has voted 92% to strike.      
A // Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for:  October 6, 2009. 

B // Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn was made at:  19:30 pm.

· Motion :      
-  Pat McGrath                    
(UNDE) (MDAC Chair
· 2nd :           
-  Judith Lewis                     
(NHU) 

· Carried 

C// Minutes prepared and accepted 

    

                             

Marc Masson, Secretary          

Pat McGrath, MDAC Chair               

                                       

Date 





Date

