Minutes of the Ottawa Regional Women’s Committee

October 2009
Held 22 October 2009

15 Holland

Present:

Maria Fitzpatrick, REVP

Lorraine Cormier, NHU

June Dale, NAT

Sara Cousins, UTE

Judith Lewis, NHU

Isabelle Gendron, GSU

Linda Koenders, UTE

Donna Henderson, UNDE

Regrets:

Patricia (Tish) Johnson, PSAC Ottawa R.O.

Zelma Buckley

Rachelle Halpenny

Claudette Guibord

Maria Kraweic

Item I
Mtg was called to order at 1730 hrs.

There were no previous minutes to review as Tish Johnson was absent.
Item II
NCR WOMEN HER-STORY
Lorraine stated that interview questions have been developed and she and Maria will meet again to discuss the way ahead for the her-story project

Tish had previously agreed to contact the PSAC archives section for old materials which could be used for the project but as she was absent no report was available.
Louise Patrice, Chair of the Gatineau Regional Women’s Committee has developed her Her-story questions and will ask the Francophone sisters.
Item III
COMMITTEE WORKSHOPS
Lorraine explained that the facilitators of the “committee workshop” and the co-facilitators have been assigned to the respective committees.
Maria stated that she would like all of the workshops presented to the various committees and completed by Easter 2010.

This is a 3 hour workshop and basically will be conducted with the same theme.  
In all likelihood most sisters belong to more than (1) committee and therefore would only have to attend (1) of the workshops when it is presented to their committee of choice.  Donna Henderson volunteered to draft a letter to be sent to the sisters and ask them who fits into this category and explain that they would only have to attend (1) workshop to obtain the same information.

Item IV

6 DECEMBER 2009 ACTIVITIES
June explained that WISE sponsors an activity at Minto Park to raise awareness of “violence against women”. Our women’s committee opens a room at  233 Gilmour Street to serve coffee/hot chocolate after the event.  This year the event will take place 6 December 2009.
June will contact the WISE organizer of this event and inform her that the room will be available so that the organizer can make an announcement so participants are aware that we are serving coffee/hot chocolate.  June also volunteered to pick up the hot chocolate and the coffee.

M/S by Sara/Judith that a sum not to exceed $300.00 be allocated as funds to purchase required supplies for this event.












Carried
Item V
LABOUR DAY PICNIC
June explained that Kathleen Kennedy will be retiring from the Public Service and consequently will not be organizing and working at the Labour Day picnic.  She has volunteered in this capacity for many years.
Kathleen has informed June of a few problems and incidents that have been taking place in the last couple of years and if this committee is going to continue to support the picnic June has recommended the following:

a. Someone within the women’s committee will have to volunteer to take over the responsibilities from Kathleen

b. June recommended that a flatbed should be rented and taken into the park after the parade so that the volunteers have a specific spot within the park.

c. June will talk to the ODLC (Ottawa District Labour Council).  They are also involved and they have started to give out “prizes” to the kids who attend.  The women’s committee has always given out “quarters”.  June will ask if is necessary for both committees to give out “prizes” or if the women’s committee should relinquish their commitment to this event.

d. If it is decided that the women’s committee no longer wishes to participate; June suggested that we could do something else with the Girl Guides.  The Girl Guides always help out the women’s committee.  They are compensated and use the funds for their company trips. 

Item VI

 WOMEN AT WORK CONFERENCE
June said that she participated on a panel at the “women at work conference”.  At this conference she explained the women’s committee and some of the past and present projects.

Item VII

ADJOURNMENT
M/S by Sara and Lorraine that the meeting be adjourned.  Meeting was adjourned at 1910 hrs.











Carried

Item VIII

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of this Committee will be held 19 Nov 2009 at 233 Gilmour Street.  The meeting will be a “potluck”
It was suggested that all the women who prepare dishes list all of the ingredients (in case of allergies).

The National and Regional sisters are to be invited to the potluck

Recording Secretary

Donna Henderson/UNDE

*****

