 jourMinutes of the Meeting of 
Members with Disabilities Action Committee (MDAC)
May 06, 2010
15 Holland Avenue, Ottawa

A //    In Attendance: 

· Pat McGrath                  (UNDE) (MDAC Chair) 

· Claudette Guibord         (UCTE) 




· Marc Masson                (NAT) 

· Peter Hyduk                  (UNDE) 

· Denise Camus      
 (CEIU) 

· Judith Lewis                  (NHU)
· Michel Tondreau

 (GSU) 

· Benoit Durand

 (NAT)

· Stephanie Penwarden  (PSAC Rgn Rep)

B // Absent: 

· Brigitte Coghill              (NRU)

C // Sending Regrets: 

· Ruben Marulanda          (NRU)
· John Jedrasik        
 (GSU)
· Gabriel Nicholas           (UNDE)

· Monty Montgomery       (UNDE)

1 // Introduction 

Meeting was called to order at 17:40 hrs. 

2 // Adoption of Agenda

The Agenda for meeting was reviewed and accepted: 

· Motion :      
-  Judith Lewis                  
· 2nd :           
-  Michel Tondreau
· Carried 

3 // Adoption of Minutes from April 1, 2010 meeting
The minutes from the last meeting was reviewed and small grammatical additions were made. Motion to adopt with changes:

· Motion :      
-  Michel Tondreau

· 2nd :           
- Claudette Guibord         
· Carried 

4// Matters arising from last meeting (s)
A// For the Human Rights Day on December 10th, 2010, MDAC has been tasked with finding a location for the conference.  The Crown Plaza was suggested because of its accessibility.
B//  MDAC was asked to nominate somebody who has been active in the area of Human Rights. MDAC chose Daryl Bean for his tireless work in gaining equity seats at a National Level.  Judith will write up the nomination forms.

· Motion :      
-  Pat McGrath                  

· 2nd :           
-  Michel Tondreau
· Carried 

C// PSAC requested MDAC to help out at this years’ Access Conference since we did a wonderful job of providing the following services at the previous conference :
· Hiring a band

· Putting together a restaurant list of accessible restaurants

· Tourist list

MDAC is hesitant to help PSAC because it was noted that at the last Access Conference :

· We did a lot of the work, but did not receive any recognition for our efforts.
· We gave out handouts, but the organizers told us not to hand out our “stuff” because we were not the host committee.
· PSAC hired a band through MDAC’s connections, but we never received the promised $350 to help recoup our hiring costs. 
A motion was made that due to the late hour that MDAC has been approached by PSAC, MDAC declines as a committee to assist the Access Conference. Individual MDAC members may offer their help in supporting the conference, provided that they notify Pat.
· Motion :      
-  Peter Hyduk                  

· 2nd :           
-  Michel Tondreau
· Carried 

Note : - Judith Lewis recorded as against the motion.
           - Pat did provide PSAC some recommendations of possible bands 
             that they could hire.

D// Stephanie will organize a meeting for Delegates, Observers and members in the NCR to review the resolutions for this years Access Conference. Possibly May 31. At this pre-conference strategy session, attendees are asked to bring their resolutions with them for discussion.
5// MDAC Event April 24th 2010

The 20 anniversary celebration of PSAC was a success!!! A large spread of food was provided by our good friends at Krackers Katering which catered to everybody’s taste. Along with Peter’s fantastic guitar playing to put the room into the celebrating mood, we had a classy bartender (our very own Stephanie) to provide a little bubbly for the event.  There was no problem in procuring the Liquor License. Many retired MDAC members showed up to chat about the good old days,  along with some curious union members who wanted to see what MDAC was all about. 

A special “THANK-YOU” to Stephanie was given for her role in stepping up and putting the event together for us. Having the large chocolate and vanilla cakes certainly put a spark to the event. We will require her services for our following 20 year anniversary.

6// Parking

By July 1 of this year, most federal government employees will be required to pay market rates to park in any government-owned buildings and lots. While it’s clear that this will cause financial hardship for many public sector workers, it will have a particularly harsh impact on people with certain disabilities.

Civil Servants with a disability who would like to park at work will require special government parking passes to place on their windows. The ones issued by the province will not qualify. People who can not afford the new parking rates have been kindly informed to take Para Transpo instead. It has been raised that the service takes too long and it is not reliable.

Monty Montgomery, a multilateral amputee, an active MDAC member and now our de facto parking spokesperson, recently spoke to the issue in a news release. 
“I have balance issues standing on a moving bus and can't grip the handrails to support myself,” he said. “Additionally, because my injuries were caused by frostbite, I cannot wait for even short periods outside for buses that may be delayed due to winter conditions.”

Like many workers in similar situations, Montgomery does not have the option of taking public transit and must drive his car to work. 

http://www.psac-afpc.org/news/2010/releases/20100503-e.shtml

In support of the unfairness of the new parking rates, Denise politely asked her DM and DG to give up their free parking in support of somebody with a disability who cannot afford the new upcoming rates – she has yet to receive a response.
7// AGM at the Palais du Congress

It was reported that the AGM at Palais du Congress was found to meet code however MDAC found it did not meet all peoples needs. 

Marie is aware of these problems. The site may be considered for the upcoming Health Conference.
8// Issues Arising Relating to the Masion du Citoyens (MDC)
The MDC was cancelled as a location for conferences because of its inaccessibility. A request was made by Maria to write a letter to MDC to inform them of what flaws they have for accessibility. It was suggested that we ask Crapo to help draft the letter to give it more political clout. If MDC refuses to carry out some basic accommodation changes, it was suggested that we picket or at least plant gate them.
9// Disability Tax Credit
Two years ago Nadia Willard gave a presentation to MDAC about the CRA Disability Tax Credits. Somebody with a disability making a claim for this credit could go as far back as 10 years and they could be entitled to claim approximately $1400 a year in tax credits. She stressed that the process is long and cumbersome, but one could succeed if they persevered.

From the time of the presentation until last month, Marc Masson, an MDAC member with dyslexia, took on the challenge to try to claim the CRA Disability Tax Credits. To qualify, he needed a letter from his doctor attesting to the disability, but he was turned down by all the doctors he contacted except for one. The last doctor agreed to write the letter on the condition that he submitted to a $2000 psychological examination. All his medical documentation that showed that he was dyslexic would not suffice.

Upon taking the pricey psychological examination and finally having his forms signed for Revue Canada – they flatly turned him down. The point of contention was over the definition of being “Markedly Restricted” by his disability. Because of his dyslexia that manifests itself as a difficulty with decoding information, it requires him to hire tutors to learn any new tasks, which can be very expensive. This was not recognized by CRA as being a "Restricted Disability." 

To fight the decision, he had to put forth an official notice of Appeal. This cost an additional $300 for his doctor to write up.

With Appeal in hand, he tried to submit it, but Revenue Canada gave conflicting advice as to the statute of limitations.

· one year after the deadline for filling your income tax return 

· 90 days after the date on your Notice of Assessment or Reassessment for that year.

When he asked the people at the CCRA help desk several times to interpret the wording, he was told that he had passed the date to submit, so he lost his case. When he asked if they would put their name to their answer, nobody would step forward. It was as if Revenue Canada had a vested interest in trying to push his claim away and discourage him. It took a lot of research to find somebody else at CCRA to say that he could still file. 

The frustration was compounded more when a lot of the traveling to the different appointments was done via hitch hiking because of the Ottawa bus strike. After two years of fighting, an 11K tax refund which spanned over 10 years ago finally was granted.

Marc remarked that the CRA Disability Tax Credits looks great from the outset, but very cumbersome and not user-friendly when one tries to make an actual claim. Since he now has the learning curve for the claim process figured out, Marc has agreed to help anybody with a disability apply for the CRA Disability Tax Credit.
10// Increasing the Membership in the Committee

Judith went to a meeting to learn techniques on how to double membership in committees. She put a challenge to the membership of MDAC to invite 3 new people to MDAC’s next meeting as a guest. Although MDAC prefers to have guests who have a disability, since they would relate to our mandate better, this stipulation will no longer apply. The objective is to visibly promote our group and raise awareness of our mandate.
A // Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for:  June 10, 2010. 

B // Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn was made at:  8:30 pm. 

· Motion :      
-  Peter Hyduk                  
· 2nd :           
- Pat McGrath                  
· Carried 

C// Minutes prepared and accepted 

    

                             

Marc Masson, Secretary          

Pat McGrath, MDAC Chair               
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Date

