PSAC NCR OHS Committee / Comité RCN AFPC SST

Meeting date: May 20, 2009

Date de la réunion: 20 mai 2009

Minutes / Compte-rendu
Members Present / membres présents : Barbara Stewart (Chairperson / présidente); Mark Scott; Vicki-Lynn Smith, Chantal Fortin
Representative / Représentant: Dominic Lavoie

1- Previous Meeting Minutes
Minutes reviewed and approved
2- Budget for next 3 years
Budget proposal was distributed by Chairperson, discussion followed and a decision was made to approve the budget proposal of $3K/year.  In the fall, the committee members will be invited to take a few hours away from work to develop a new 3 year action plan.
Barb Stewart will forward the budget submission to the REVP following the meeting.
3- Auditor General Report on Building Emergency Procedures for Federal Buildings
A Press release was issued by the PSAC, an email was sent to Local Presidents and H&S Activists recommending certain key actions in reaction to the report.  The PSAC is working on the preperation of an extensive document which will serve as a tool for H&S activists to ensure that their workplaces have appropriate Emergency plans and procedures in place.
4- Duty to Accommodate
A new DTA booklet was published by the PSAC, it is available both in paper and electronic format.  It now has a new chapter on Return to Work Programs.  The Regional Office will be sending an email to H&S Activist to inform them of the availability of the revised DTA booklet.
5- Workers Compensation Information Session
The Regional Office has developped a 3 hours information session on Demistifying Workers Compensation.  The session is supported by a PowerPoint presentation and can be delivered to interested Local/Regions/Components.  A brief review of the presentation was done.  If interested to have a presentation of the information session, Dominic Lavoie may be contacted.
6- National Health and Safety Conference
Names were submitted to the Program section of the PSAC for both the Organizing and Resolution Committee, based on the names recommend from a previous meeting of this committee.
7- Labour Canada
Representatives of the Montréal, Québec and Gatineau Offices of the PSAC attended a meeting with Labour Canada to clarify Labour Canada’s role towards the administration of GECA and a recent communication between Labour canada and the CSST which resulted as a side effect to a situation which can potentially add a further delay of a few days before the CSST is to adjudicate a Federal Worker (under GECA) claim.  The PSAC’s position, based on its mandate Labour Canada, should have consulted the PSAC before sending the communication to the CSST.  The PSAC also voiced a number of other issues we wanted to address.  Labour Canada was open-minded and a communication scheme was initiated.  The PSAC followed the meeting with a written communication outlining our issues.
8- H1N1
There was a general discussion on what is being done by the Federal Government as an employer.  The committee was informed that, the Employer had launched its Pandemic Plan and twice a week, Health Canada is briefing Deputy Ministers, from all Departments, on the evolution of the desease.
9- WHSC
Chantal Fortin voiced her interest in attending a future Instructor training from the WHSC.  When a scholarship becomes available, the committee will be advised.
9- Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, June 17, 2009.  There will not be meetings during the summer, meetings will resume in September.

