Minutes of the Meeting of 
Members with Disabilities Action Committee (MDAC)
May 7, 2009
15 Holland Avenue, Ottawa

A //    In Attendance: 

· Pat McGrath                    
(UNDE) (MDAC Chair) 

· Claudette Guibord            
(UCTE) 




· Marc Masson                   
(CIC) 

· Peter Hyduk                     
(UNDE) 

· James Infantino          

(PSAC) (DI Advisor) 

· John Jedrasik        

(GSU) 

· Réjean Roy                      
(UTE)

· Hugh McGoldrick            
(UTE)

· Byron BoliK


(NRC REP)
· Gabriel Nicholas                    (UNDE)
· Stephanie Penwarden     
(PSAC Rgn Rep)

B // Absent: 

· Judith Lewis                     
(NHU)
C // Sending Regrets: 

· Michel Tondreau             
(GSU) 

· Rachelle Halpenny

(UTE)

· Wilma Findlay           

(GSU)

· Denise Camus      

(CEIU) 

1 // Introduction 

Meeting was called to order at 17:40 hrs. 

2 //  Adoption of Agenda

The Agenda for meeting was reviewed and accepted: 

· Motion :      
- Peter Hyduk                     
(UNDE) 
· 2nd :           
- John Jedrasik        

(GSU) 

· Carried 

3 //  Adoption of Minutes from last meeting
The minutes from the last meeting was reviewed and small grammatical additions were made. Motion to adopt with changes:

· Motion :      
- Peter Hyduk                     
(UNDE) 
· 2nd :           
- Gabriel Nicholas                
(UNDE)

· Carried 

4// Matters arising from last meeting (s)
- Byron Bolik reminded the group of when Nadia Willard from Paul Dewar’s office spoke to us about the CCRA Disability Tax Credits back in June 05, 2008. This was approximately a $1400/year tax credit available to people with disabilities. Nadia had stressed that since it was a new program, one had to push for their rights. 
Some of the MDAC members had since applied for it, but not all qualified for the credit. It was suggested that MDAC invite Nadia back for a follow up discussion for our new members and to suggest options to the people who did not get the tax credit, on how to appeal.
- There is some question as to the age of MDAC; some members believe that it was originally founded in 1989. This would make the organization 20 years old, with an appropriate celebration needed to mark the occasion. The senior members of MDAC will look into this question further. 

5// Parking for people with disabilities at work.
Claudette talked about the inadequate amount of disability parking at government buildings.  Treasury Board had recently left the distribution of parking to the individual departments – which has resulted in longer processing time for requests and a more cumbersome process for applicants who are in need of a spot. It was even rumored that some spots have been given to management - who are in perfect health. Pat will look into these matters further with Joint Council.

6// Ergonomic Assessments.

Hugh McGoldrick spoke about Health Canada and their poor handling of Ergonomic Assessments. Because of a serge in requests for assessments, the department has been overwhelmed and is now refusing to take anymore applications. Individual government workers who would like an assessment must now pay $400 to have one done by a private company. He noted that this was discriminatory to people with lower economic means and to people with potential disabilities. It is hoped that pressure will be put on Health Canada to provide the resources necessary to clear up their back log and start accepting applications once again. 

7// Union Education :

Stephanie presented the new list of union education that will be available to our members this spring. The courses range from Union Basics to Dealing with Union Paper Work. She further mentioned that 5 positions will be available for Labour College in 2010. This program is aimed at grooming junior union members for future senior union positions. At a cost of $15,000 per member, part of the program will be held in Cornwall and the other part at the applicant’s home.  Because of the financial investment, it is hoped that ambitions people apply.
8// Skiability

This is an organization that helps people with mobility impairments to water ski. They use to borrow private boats for their program, but because of insurance matters – Skiability can no longer rely on this option. The program is now looking into buying their own boats and are seeking donations. Motion was made for MDAC to donate $50 to the organization.

· Motion :      
- Peter Hyduk                 
(UNDE) 
· 2nd :           
- Gabriel Nicholas                  (UNDE)

· Carried 

9// Report from PSAC Convention :

Pat and John attended this convention in Vancouver in April. They reported that 24 Resolutions were actioned and a lot of positive work and networking was accomplished at the convention. They discussed generally some of the resolutions that were controversial; no resolutions that directly impacted MDAC were mentioned. 

10// New Business
- H1N1 :
Otherwise known as H1N1 Novel Virus, has been receiving a lot of media attention because of its rapid spread around the world. It is noted that a health advisory has been issued on this flu and a website is available for further information. 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/
- CNIB :

The Canadian National Institute for the Blind has been dealing with a financial deficit. In order to address this problem, the organization has brought in a new Director. It was raised that the Director is not blind– so how could he ever relate! It was noted that he does have distant family who is blind and he does have the experience needed to help resolve CNIB’s financial problems. 

A // Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for:  June 4, 2009. 

B // Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn was made at:  19:45 pm. 

· Motion :      
- Pat McGrath                    
(UNDE) (MDAC Chair) 

· 2nd :           
- Gabriel Nicholas                
(UNDE)

· Carried 

C// Minutes prepared and accepted 

    

                             

Marc Masson, Secretary          

Pat McGrath, MDAC Chair               

                                       

Date 





Date

