Minutes of the Meeting of 
Members with Disabilities Action Committee (MDAC)
March 03, 2010
15 Holland Avenue, Ottawa

A //    In Attendance: 

· Pat McGrath                  (UNDE) (MDAC Chair) 

· Claudette Guibord         (UCTE) 




· Marc Masson                (NAT) 

· Peter Hyduk                  (UNDE) 

· Denise Camus      
 (CEIU) 

· John Jedrasik        
 (GSU) 

· Judith Lewis                  (NHU)
· Michel Tondreau

 (GSU) 

· Benoit Durand

 (NAT)

· Stephanie Penwarden  (PSAC Rgn Rep)

B // Absent: 

· Ruben Marulanda        (NRU)

C // Sending Regrets: 

· Gabriel Nicholas           (UNDE)

· Brigitte Coghill              (NRU)

· Monty Montgomery       (UNDE)

1 // Introduction 

Meeting was called to order at 17:30 hrs. 

2 //  Adoption of Agenda

The Agenda for the meeting was reviewed and accepted: 

· Motion :      
-  Peter Hyduk                     
· 2nd :           
-  John Jedrasik        
· Carried 

3 //  Adoption of Minutes from January 7 meeting
The minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and small grammatical additions were made. Motion to adopt with changes:

· Motion :      Judith Lewis                    

· 2nd :           Peter Hyduk                     


· Carried 

4// Matters arising from last meeting (s)
It was noted that for the February 3 meeting, there were no minutes because our meeting was replaced by an excellent presentation conducted by Judith Lewis on PSAC-NCR training module “committee pizzazz”.
5// Access Conference
Today was the last day to submit the request forms to attend the 2010 PSAC National Access Conference. This is an excellent conference for MDAC members and it was encouraged that they get involved.
Some of the objectives of the event are :
· - To strategize on ways to promote more inclusive work environments that ensure barriers are removed for people with disabilities

· - To empower and engage persons with disabilities to take action and move disabilities rights forward, including through lobbying

· - To provide tools that educate and advocate for disability rights in our communities, our workplaces and our union

6// MDAC’s 20th Anniversary

Things are moving ahead for MDAC’s 20th anniversary celebration. The current agenda is the following.
Members with Disabilities Action Committee (MDAC)

20th Anniversary
March 27, 2010
15 Holland Avenue, Ottawa

1:00        Doors Open

1:45        Official Opening

3:00        Birthday Cake and Toast
4:00        Close

We expect about 50 people to attend and we have $600 budgeted for the event. Since we were pleased with Krackers Katering at our past events, it was suggested that we hire them again. People’s food sensitivities will be noted. Also, it was proposed that we serve some wine to toast our 20th anniversary and to toast a future 20 years. It was suggested that we look into a liquor license to see if this idea is feasible. 
Many of MDAC’s original members and equity supporters from the 20 years ago will be in attendance to share their personal stories of what it was like when the group first formed.

7// Elections

The one year mandate for the Executive’s Positions had come up. Stephanie administered the election of the new executive. The following are the results:

     Positions:

A. Chair: Pat McGrath (acclaimed)
· Motion :      
- Peter Hyduk      

· 2nd :           
- Denise Camus

· Carried 



B. Vice Chair:  Claudette Guibord (elected)
· Motion :      
- Judith Lewis                    

· 2nd :           
- John Jedrasik        
· Carried
C. Secretary: Marc Masson (acclaimed)
· Motion :      
-  Peter Hyduk      

· 2nd :           
- John Jedrasik        
· Carried 

D. Treasurer: Peter Hyduk   (acclaimed)

· Motion :      
- Judith Lewis                    

· 2nd :           
- John Jedrasik        
· Carried 

Motion was made to destroy the election ballets

· Motion :      
-  Peter Hyduk      

· 2nd :           
- John Jedrasik        
· Carried 

8// New Motorized Wheel Chairs & Scooter Standards:
It was mentioned that a larger wheel chair, which will better accommodate the rider’s needs, will be available on the market. A concern was raised that with the larger wheel chair, existing handicap washroom standards would be grandfathered in and they would not be able to accommodate the new wheel chair model. This may also be a problem with doorway sizes too.
After some discussion, it was learned that with any new renovations to existing washrooms, all new standards would have to be implemented. It was also noted that with all new construction, they would have to meet the new standards.

From past experience it was noted that any accommodation issues in the older buildings with respect to the washrooms for PWDs were investigated on a case by case basis. The results were mainly positive for the individual making the request.

9// Athletic Therapy Coverage

It was noted that in the current government health care package, it covers physiotherapy but not athletic therapy. 
In Canada, a Certified Athletic Therapist - CAT(C) is a health care practitioner devoted to the prevention, identification, intervention, management and treatment of emergency, acute and chronic musculoskeletal conditions and injuries to the physically active sustained either at work or through involvement in recreational or sporting activities.
http://www.ctsq.qc.ca/athletic_definition_en.htm
The Athletic Therapy is more in-depth then physiotherapy and it should be a serious consideration for the medical coverage.

10// The decision to use Maison des Citoyens for the NCRC AGM 

Maria Fitzpatrick was unable to be present at today’s MDAC meeting. The committee members were upset and hurt to see we were using this place for NCRC AGM in May as it doesn’t meet all our members needs. Maria sent her regrets and advised she had another meeting at PSAC Headquarters.

 

MDAC had identified that the Maison des Citoyens (MC) did not properly accommodate all people using scooters or wheel chairs. They have difficulty manoeuvring around when it came to the ramps, elevators and washrooms. Also once the main room has all the tables and chairs required for the number of people attending, members in scooters and wheelchairs will be challenged with trying to move around the room. Some folks left the meeting early in frustration. MDAC passed a motion asking that some people at PSAC NCR  attend an in depth sensitivity training in regards to persons with disabilities. 

· Motion :      
-  Peter Hyduk                     

· 2nd :           
-  John Jedrasik 
· Carried 
A // Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for:  April 1, 2010. 

B // Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn was made at:  19:45 pm. 

· Motion :      
-  Marc Masson
· 2nd :           
-  Pat McGrath                    
· Carried 

C// Minutes prepared and accepted 

Marc Masson, Secretary          

Pat McGrath, MDAC Chair
Date 
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