PSAC NCR OHS Committee / Comité RCN AFPC SST

Meeting date: March 18, 2009

Date de la réunion: 18 mars 2009

Minutes / Compte-rendu
Members Present / membres présents : Barbara Stewart (Chairperson / présidente); Mark Scott; Chantal Fortin; Bill Wilson; Réjean Roy.

Representative / Représentant: Dominic Lavoie

1- NCR H&S Conference 2009
85 participants attended our January 24-25 2009 NCR H&S Conference.  Written commments were excellent.  Keynote speakers were well appreciated.  The skit on workers compensation was also well received.  There is an interest from members for a future presentation on a 3 hour module on Violence in the workplace.  The powerpoint presentations from the speakers will be posted on our regional web site.
Although Conference bags were appreciated, it was suggested by some to off-gas promotional material in the future prior to the event, as bags were off-gasing in the morning while they were being provided to participants.  The facility was great for such a conference, the food was excellent.

2- National H&S Conference for 2009
The PSAC will likely hold its next National H&S Conference from November 19-22, 2009 in Montréal.  Although this information is still informal, a discussion was held to get names of potentially interested members from the NCR to participate on either the Organizing Committee or the Resolution Committee.  Mark Scott is interested to be a member of the Resolution Committee, Réjean Roy and Vicky-Lynn Smith are interested to be members of the Organizing Committee.  Names will be provided to the REVP when a call letter is officially received.
3- NCR Union School – February 19-22, 2009
22 of the School participants attended the one day H&S training session.  NCR H&S network bags were distributed to these participants.  Feedback was positive.
4- BC Regional H&S Conference 2009
Dominic was a guest at the BC Region H&S Conference for 2009 from February 27, to March 1, 2009.  Topics presented included: Violence Prevention in the Workplace, Hazard Prevention Programs and Stress in the workplace.  They also reviewed H&S related resolutions for the upcoming National Convention. 
5- Ontario Region H&S Conference 2009
The Conference will be held June 6-7, 2009.  Topics to be covered include: Stress, heat/cold working conditions, Violence Prevention in the workplace.
6- WSIB Training
20 participants are scheduled for the Level I-II to be offered March 25-28, 2009.
7- Day of Mourning
New PSAC posters, leaflets and black ribbons were developed, printed and will be sent to regions and locals before April 28.  There will be a significant commemoration in Vancouver during Convention where delegates will be invited to participate in an event organized in conjunction with the BC Federation of Labour.  In Ottawa, as in previous years, there will be a celebration at Vincent-Maeey Park on April 28, at noon.
8- Budget
We need to prepare a 3 year budget to present to Regional Council.  Barb and Dominic will work on it for the next meeting where approval will be sought.
9- OC Transpo Scheduling Issue
Currently, OC Transpo Bus drivers are excluded from the Regulation limiting the numbers of hours in a day where they can work.  Mark Scott suggested a recommendation be made to Regional Council that if the bus driver union seeks our support to lobby to maintain the exemption, that PSAC does not support it nor should PSAC participate in any lobby on this issue as we believe there may be a safety issue.  This motion was seconded by Bill Wilson and was supported with a unanimous recommendation.
