Minutes of the Meeting of 
Members with Disabilities Action Committee (MDAC)
June 3, 2010
15 Holland Avenue, Ottawa

A //    In Attendance: 

· Pat McGrath                  (UNDE) (MDAC Chair) 

· Claudette Guibord         (UCTE) 




· Marc Masson                (NAT) 

· Peter Hyduk                  (UNDE) 

· Denise Camus      
 (CEIU) 

· Judith Lewis                  (NHU)
· Michel Tondreau

 (GSU) 

· Brigitte Coghill              (NRU)
· John Jedrasik        
 (GSU)
· Stephanie Penwarden  (PSAC Rgn Rep)

B // Absent: 

· Benoit Durand

 (NAT)
· Ruben Marulanda          (NRU)
· Gabriel Nicholas           (UNDE)

C // Sending Regrets: 
· Monty Montgomery       (UNDE)

· Réjean Roy                   (UTE)

1 // Introduction 

Meeting was called to order at 17:45 hrs. 

2 // Adoption of Agenda

The Agenda for meeting was reviewed and accepted: 

· Motion :      
-  John Jedrasik             
· 2nd :           
-  Michel Tondreau
· Carried 

3 // Adoption of Minutes from May 6, 2010 meeting
The minutes from the last meeting was reviewed and small grammatical additions were made. Motion to adopt with changes:

· Motion :      
-  Michel Tondreau

· 2nd :           
- Claudette Guibord         
· Carried 

4// Matters arising from last meeting (s)
A// Parking

In support of the unfairness of the new parking rates, Denise politely asked her DG to give up his free parking in support of somebody in need or with a disability who cannot afford the new upcoming rates. He responded to her challenge by giving up his parking space to a pregnant women. MDAC applauds his positive action. 
B// Issues Arising Relating to the Masion du Citoyens (MDC)
The MDC was cancelled as a location for future PSAC conferences because of it’s inaccessibility. Pat has contacted CRAPO to take on the MDAC cause and help draft the letter of compliance. She is waiting to hear back from them.
C// Disability Tax Credit

Two years ago Nadia Willard gave a presentation to MDAC about the CCRA Disability Tax Credits. Encouraged by MDAC’s member Marc Masson’s recent success in gaining the tax credit, it was suggested that we should recontact her  to give us a follow up session for our newer members. Denise will provide Willard’s contact information at our next meeting. 
5// Access Conference Discussion
The 2010 PSAC NATIONAL ACCESS CONFERENCE held at the Westin Hotel in Ottawa from June 4 to 6, 2010 was considered the best Access ever. It was  well organized, very informative with many excellent speakers. Special notice was given to the blind presenter Kerri Kelly who had an inspiring story to share.
Some noted areas of improvement for the conference were the ergonomic, chairs which did not adjust very well. When members asked the Westin staff if they could switch chairs, they were told that they could not because they did not have any available. In addition, a scooter was ordered for our MDAC member Micheal Clement, but unfortunately the order did not come through. All the hotel could offer him was a wheel chair. The Westin staff admitted later that they did not properly accommodate our needs, but they would take more care in ordering the proper equipment at future conferences. 
It was also mentioned that during the many breaks, all that was offered besides the coffee, tea and juice was FRUIT and more FRUIT. It was noted that the hotel tried to accommodate food allergies, but a little variety would have been appreciated. It was recommended that they have a separate table for members with food allergies.
For the resolutions section of the conference, Marc Masson from MDAC was chosen to be on the Resolutions Committee. In the very short, hour and a half time slot given for resolutions, many resolutions were debated and passed. It was suggested that more time should have been allotted for this activity because  many other resolutions did not reach the floor. In particular, Peter’s resolution on “The reading of a Statement of Accommodation,” went back to the committee for rewording; but because of time restrictions, the excellent idea was defeated.

6// December 3rd Event
On December 3, MDAC will host a forum with various discussions on disability themes. For our event, it was suggested that we hire Mike Arnold from Environment Canada to speak. He spoke at the Access event in early June and he was very informative and passionate about his issues. Marie Hawkins who sang at Access was also suggested as a speaker. 
The point was raised as to how much time we should give for our speakers - 3 hours total of speaking time was suggested.
7// December 10th , Human Rights Award
This day marks the day in 1948 for the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). MDAC will be represented along with other groups like Racially Visible Action Committee and the Men's Action Support Committee to commemorate this day. Pat is working towards putting this event together and she has asked MDAC for some volunteers to help her along with the process.
Pat is currently scouting out venues to host the event. She is also looking for some original awards to hand out for members who have gone above and beyond the call to bring about positive Human Rights change. Some soapstone carving made by union members up north were suggested.
8// Stephanie’s Last Meeting
With regret, today was Stephanie’s last meeting at MDAC. Because of her quality service and vast knowledge, PSAC felt that her skills would be best suited with a new committee who are trying to find there own.
Although it will be hard to replace Stephanie, PSAC did find an excellent replacement for MDAC, Jay Castonguay. She has attended many PSAC events in the past and she has a lot of experience with our group which will serve our needs well.
A // Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for:  September 2, 2010. 

B // Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn was made at:  8:35 pm. 

· Motion :      
- Peter Hyduk                  
· 2nd :           
- Pat McGrath                  
· Carried 

C// Minutes prepared and accepted 

    

                             

Marc Masson, Secretary          

Pat McGrath, MDAC Chair               

                                       

Date 





Date

