Aboriginal Action Circle (AAC)

Minutes
January 27th, 2010

A/Chair:


Les Maiczan

A/Secretary:


Charlotte Jacobs

PSAC Resource Officer:
Joanne Castonguay

Present:
Albert Dumont Elder, Les Maiczan, Glenda Eagle, Karen Fleming, John Jewitt, Karen Jacobs‑Williams, Shirley Tolley, Tony Nicolas, Shirley Gagnon, Charlotte Jacobs, Guest: Denise Anne Boissoneau.

1. 
Elder, Albert Dumont opened meeting with smudging and prayer at 5:30 pm. 

2. 
Les Maiczan called meeting to order at 5:45 and welcomed everyone. All attendees introduced themselves.

3. 
IT WAS MOVED by Tony Nicolas to accept the Agenda as amended.

SECONDED by Karen Jacobs‑Williams.  

4. 
Denise Anne Boissoneau, an Ottawa lawyer from the Garden River First Nations was introduced.  Ms. Boissoneau was interested in networking with the AAC regarding inter‑governmental processes and has worked with Aboriginal organizations such as Assembly of First Nations (AFN), Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) and other non‑profit organizations.  Ms. Boissoneau’s background includes women’s rights, human rights, social justice, self‑government/governance and self‑determination.    

5. 
IT WAS MOVED by Glenda Eagle to accept the November 7, 2009 minutes as amended.

SECONDED by Charlotte Jacobs.  

6. 
In the absence of the AAC Treasurer, the budget report was deferred until the next regular meeting.

7. 
AAC Terms of Reference

A discussion was held on the AAC Terms of Reference (TOR).  The following was discussed:  


Weekend meetings are called in exceptional circumstances and do not happen regularly. 


A discussion was held on the purpose of sub‑committees.


Ad hoc committees can be developed but would require volunteers.


Should an amending section be included in the TOR?


Should the role of regional representatives be included in the TOR?

Charlotte Jacobs will make the changes to the Terms of Reference for circulation and discussion at the next regular AAC meeting.  

IT WAS MOVED by Tony Nicolas to accept the amendments to the TOR. 

SECONDED by Glenda Eagle

8. 
Discussion on Self‑Id

The AAC initiated an introductory meeting with the Committee for the Advancement of Native Employment (CANE) on January 21, 2010 at the INAC Kumik Lodge at 5:00 p.m. The following represented the AAC ‑ Edward Martin, Charlotte Jacobs and Les Masican and representing CANE was Alex Akiwenzie, Jonah Keeshig, Léo Warren and Karen Jacobs‑Williams.  A discussion then followed on the Self Identification issue, the new Affirmation of Aboriginal Affiliation Form (AAAF) and the letter to the Ottawa Citizen on December 9, 2009 from Patty Ducharme, National Executive Vice‑President and Co‑Chair, National Aboriginal Peoples’ Circle, Public Service Alliance of Canada. CANE suggested that a joint CANE/AAC letter be written to Ms. Ducharme regarding her comments in the letter to the editor as a show of solidarity.  The AAC will discuss the joint letter suggestion at their next meeting and get back to CANE.  Karen Jacobs‑Williams will send a document developed by CANE with background information on the AAAF including the new form to facilitate discussion for the AAC members. The following questions and comment arose at the AAC meeting:


Who did the PSAC consult with regarding the AAAF?  Were any Aboriginal people consulted?  


How will the AAAF be investigated?  How will formal complaints be handled?


How will false declarations be followed up and who will investigate?  The Form needs to be fool proof.  The AAC was advised that some individuals, who had previously self‑declared as Aboriginal at INAC, decided to withdraw their names since the new legislation was introduced on January 1, 2010. 


INAC has 50% Aboriginal hiring policy, but does not verify Aboriginal status.


Aboriginal jobs must be protected, statement must be made.


How will the theft of jobs by those who falsely self‑identify as Aboriginal be stopped?


The AAC was advised that Shirley Tolley, Les Maiczan and Edward Martin will meet with Patty Ducharme on Friday, January 29th and will provide a report to the AAC.

The AAC decided to refrain from taking a position at this time and may re‑visit the issue at a later date.

9. 
Communications


A discussion was held on a communication committee:


The AAC communications sub‑committee assisted with meetings, notices and other Aboriginal issues around the country and locally. 


There was some difficulty with the website created by David Cardinal.  


The issue of a communications committee needs to be discussed further with the AAC Executive. 

10. 
The NCRC meeting is set for January 30th, 2010.  Charlotte Jacobs will give report on the AAC and Edward Martin will attend as an observer.

11. 
IT WAS MOVED by Tony Nicolas to support the GLBT’s upcoming conference in Toronto.  The motion was not passed as there was no seconder.  

12. 
Joanne Castonguay provided information on upcoming PSAC courses for the period January to May 2010.  It was reported that the AAC will have two members attending the UDP in Valleyfield, QC.  Edward Martin was invited to speak at this conference.

13. 
Next meeting: Wednesday February 24, 2010.  The meeting was then adjourned.

Approved Minutes for January 27, 2010 on March 24, 2010

Moved by Vicki Grant and Seconded by Glenda Eagle

Carried Unanimously
