 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Minutes of the Meeting of Members 

with Disabilities Action Committee (MDAC)

January 7, 2009

15 Holland Avenue, Ottawa
A // In Attendance: 

· Pat McGrath


(UNDE) (MDAC Chair)

· Claudette Guibord 

(UCTE) 

· Peter Hyduk


(UNDE) 

· Judith Lewis


(NHU)

· Michel Tondreau

(GSU) 

· Marc Masson                    (NAT)

· John Jedrasik

 (GSU) 

· Brigitte Coghill                 (NRU)

· Gabriel Nicholas          
 (UNDE) 

· Zelma Buckley                 (UNDE)

· Monty Montgomery         (UNDE)

· Stephanie Penwarden
 (PSAC Rgn Rep)

B // Absent: 

· Wilma Findlay           
(GSU) 

· Ruben Marulauda             (NRU)

· Denise Camus

(CEIU) 

· Rejéan Roy                       (UTE)


C // Sending Regrets: 

· James Infantino

(PSAC)(DI Advisor)

· Benoit Durand

(NAT)
2 // Adoption of Agenda 

The Agenda for the meeting were reviewed and accepted:

· Motion :  - Peter Hyduk

· 2nd :        - John Jedrasik

· Carried 

3 // Adoption of Minutes from  November 3, 2009 meeting 

The minutes from the last meeting was reviewed and small grammatical additions were made. Motion to adopt with changes: 

· Motion :  - Peter Hyduk

· 2nd :       -  Michel Tondreau

· Carried 

4// Matters arising from last meeting 

- December 3 

On December 3, MDAC hosted a forum with various discussions on disability themes. We had a positive turn out, although it had been hoped that more people would attend. Among the speakers, Annette Marquis spoke about disability trends with Sun Life. To compliment the themes, ear plugs, oven mitts … etc was offered on a voluntary basis to audience members to wear, if they would like to experience what it would be like to have a disability.

Krackers Katering did an excellent job catering the event. This not- for- profit organization was very professional and even provided extras like paper plates, napkins and utensils.  Often it is the small things that make an event great!!! 

A concerted effort was made this year to serve the food after the speeches. This helped audience members stay focused on the talks and formulate challenging questions for the panel.

After the meal, Judith invited the audience members to share their personal thoughts about our social experiment. For many members, it was an “eye opener.” They did not realize that removing one of their five senses would disadvantage them to such degree. Unfortunately, a few members proselytised and took too much time on the floor outlining their personal experience of having a blindfold or some other prop on during the speeches. It took the focus away from the discussions.  It was noted that some of the late comers did not even know that props were available and missed the experiment altogether.

One aspect to improve the event for the following years would be translation. Language issue between speakers and audience members were a problem for some. Although it was noted that we had a small budget, translation would have been an asset. It would have made the information being provided more clear and enable people to listen in the language of their choice.

All and all, it was a successful event. Thank-you to Judith and Stephanie for all your hard work.

- December 10 

This day marks the day in 1948 for the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). MDAC was represented along with other groups like Racially Visible Action Committee and the Men's Action Support Committee to commemorate this day. Many prominent local people were able to attend and to give speeches i.e., Paul Dewar, Rev. Anthony Bailey and Brother Robin East. It was noted that their speeches were inspiring and well received.

On the negative side, there were problems with the catering and with some of the participants. 

In the spirit of trying different catering companies, Loblaws was commissioned to do the catering for the event. The service ended up being expensive and unorganized with delivery problems and items being received that were never ordered. Since Krackers Katering did so well with MDAC’s service on December 3, it was recommended that the organizing committee use this company to cater future events.
5// Moment of Silence for the Fallen

A moment of silence was held for the construction workers injured in Toronto, the recent fallen reporter in Afghanistan and for Const. Eric Czapnik who was murdered in Ottawa in December. 

6// Review/ Discussion/ Action

A concern was raised into how the International Day for PWD’s at City Hall Dec. 2nd, 2009 was organized. This was a big event held at City Hall that was partly sponsored by PSAC. The event was covered by the Media, and entailed food and guest speakers. They included members from the NDP, Green Party and Maria Fitzpatrick, REVP – NCR.  
MDAC’s concern was that we were not included only notified on the very day of the event. This left us with little time to notify our members or for MDAC to take full advantage of this media event. Further more, this would have been the type of activity that MDAC would have liked to have participated in as it would promote our group and have us doing community outreach.

A discussion was held as to how to address PSAC for their oversight. Many ideas were put forth, and was decided that it would be better to write a letter. The contents of the letter would outline our disappointment for the lack of inclusion and the short notice that MDAC received for the event. It would point out our missed opportunity to promote our group. At the same time, it was decided that we would give PSAC the benefit of the doubt and express our optimism and willingness to be included in future events.

7// Statement on Accommodations 
It has been noted that at all Union events, a Statement of Harassment is read out to the audience. The intent is to provide the members an outline of what is expected of them to ensure that rules are followed and nobody experiences harassment. 

To compliment this statement, a proposal that a Statement of Accommodation has been drafted  along the lines of the Harassment statement. The aim is to allow members with disabilities the ability to have their accommodation needs were met, and if not, have them addressed.

A rough draft was read out to allow MDAC members for their comments. This was followed by a copy being sent via e-mail for comment.   Once that has been done a second draft will be presented to the committee for review.  

From there, once this is complete, we will pass this up the chain through PSAC.

8// Drug Store List
It has been reported that only a hand full of drug stores in the Ottawa area which process prescriptions for customers with a health care plan provide an additional service.

They Are:

  - Mc Neil Parkdale Pharmacy

  - The Shoppers Drug Mart at bank and Hunt Club            

  - Pharma Plus at Lincoln Fields

 - Pharma Plus on Rideau St near Cumberland

 - Rideau Pharmacy on Rideau Street

These locations put in a claim directly to Sun Life and only bill the customer the deductible, which is usually 20% of the cost of the prescription. 

It has been proposed that MDAC put together a master list of drug stores that provide this additional service. The hope is that it will bring more business to these establishments and pressure other businesses to join the program. So if anyone has any information on other stores that provide this would they please inform MDAC.

9// MDAC 20th Anniversary Event

Claudette and Pat have formed a committee to help organize our 20th anniversary. Other members are welcome to lend a hand.

10// Last Call for Expense Claims for 2009

This is the last date for Expense Claims.

11// Elections

MDAC elections will be held on March 27th. Members should consider what position would interest them.

A // Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for:  February 4th , 2010. 

B // Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn was made at:  20:20 pm

· Motion :  -  John  Jedrasik    

· 2nd :       -   Gabriel Nicholas 

· Carried 

C// Minutes prepared and accepted 

     


Marc Masson, Secretary                          Pat McGrath, MDAC Chair               

                                        

Date                                            Date 

