Minutes of RVAC Meeting and Elections

25 February 2009

Present:

Paulette Barker



Marie-Francoise Bertrand

Zelma Buckley



Mourad Graidia

Carl Laguerre




Effie Mcleod

Yolande McMillan

Resource Person



Holmann Richard

Regrets:

Thavone Bounsouk



Michael Clement

Lisète de Laplante



Muttiah Genga

Sandra Griffith-Bonaparte


Gabe Nicholas





Larry Rousseau



Feilan Xia-Baker





Sister Barker called the meeting to order at 18:05

Seeing that the committee had not met since November a Round Table check-in was done to see how members are doing and how they coped during the transit disruption.  Yolande advised that it has been a year since she is been coming to RVAC and Brother Mourad visited Algeria.

The Agenda was adopted, moved by Carl Laguerre and seconded by Mourad Graidia

Adoption of the minutes

There was just one notation on the last line, Motion to adjourn was mad (corrected to read made).  The motion to accept was made by Carl and Yolande.

RVAC Reports

Brother Laguerre distributed the Activity Report and highlighted the budget.  He explained that these are the reports that were submitted at Council meeting.   The Triennial Convention was mentioned; it was noted that one of the resolutions from RVAC has been voted Non-Concurrence due to cost and another was accepted but was not in the Priority.

So far 3 Delegates and two Observers have been identified from the committee.

As a reminder for Dec 10th another Human Rights Presentation will be done as it will be two years since the last one.  RVAC members participate in different committees; this is a good way to engage our allies and put our concerns out to the wider membership.

Due to the transit disruption, we were unable to carry out some of our activities as some members were car-pooling or working from home.  As a result, we returned unused funds of approximately $2100.00.

Motion to accept Carl’s report was made by Mourad and seconded by Zelma

Black History Month Celebrations and activities:

Zelma gave a brief report of one Black History Month event that she attended at the Library of Canada.  It was a documentary titled “Knocking on Heavens Door” and produced by Anthony Sherwood Productions; she advised that there were several other  activities taking place in Ottawa with many of them being held at the Library Archives of Canada as well, some of them are free admission.  There is also one being held at Christ Church Cathedral, Feb 28th starting at 2 p.m.  There is a cost to attend.  She advised that folks should try to attend some of the activities whenever they can.

Update on Fundraiser

It was noted that the chair of the committee was not present; however we could give a brief update as to the reasons why it was postponed and talk about what we want to do next.

The long and short of it is that we ran out of volunteers.  A week before the event we realized that we were just not going to make it.  Some of the volunteers were away followed by the transit strike.  There was simple not enough people to do the tasks that had to be done.

We thought of holding it for March 21st; however, there is simply not enough time.   Therefore, it is best to chose another date and decide if we still want to call it an International Brunch.  It was suggested that if we say it is for Sudan then we should have at least 3 food items from that country.  Another suggested we should stick with International; however it was felt that not all the food has to be limited to international.

May is Asian Heritage Month; therefore it would probably be a very good time to hold it.  The suggested date is May 24th; the motion to postpone Darfur International Brunch until May 24th was made by Carl and seconded by Yolande; it would go from 11:00 to 14:00 at the JK Wylie. We would need to ask for donations of food, money and volunteers.  We will revisit to verify if the date is good.

Sister Paulette thanked the committee for allowing her to be their Co-chair for the past two years; she appreciated the hard work that we have done and feels confident that we will complete the ones ahead of us.  She advised of the complaint that was received from two of our members in relation to competitions they wrote when they applied for jobs at the PSAC.  They were denied Post Boards when they made the request in order to see what they were doing wrong.  The question was referred to the NCRC meeting where it was promised that it would be looked into; the Co-chairs have since received a reply.

Brother Laguerre also said a few words.

Elections

Nominations for Female Co-chair:

Paulette was nominated by Mourad and seconded by Yolande

Zelma was nominated by Carl and seconded by Effie

Paulette declined; Zelma accepted and was acclaimed

Nominations for Male Co-chair:

Carl was nominated by Effie and seconded by Yolande

Mourad was nominated by Paulette and seconded by Marie-Francoise

Mourad declined; Carl accepted and was acclaimed

Nominations for VP/Communications Officer:

Mourad was nominated by Zelma and seconded by Carl

Yolande was nominated by Mourad and seconded Paulette

Yolande declined; Mourad  accepted but advised that he is expecting to be posted in the summer therefore, he could only hold the position until that time; he was acclaimed

Nominations position of Secretary:

Yolande was nominated by Paulette and seconded by Effie 


Paulette was nominated by Yolande and seconded by Mourad

Both Sisters declined and nominations closed without electing a secretary.

It was decided to try again at the next meeting.

Round Table

It was advised that some departments are already receiving Retroactive Cheques.

Carl again spoke about the resolutions going to Convention from this committee; he mentioned that the one requesting creation of a RV Network has been ruled Non-Concurrence due to cost.   The one requesting creation of Racially Visible VP is not in the Priorities; there is Zero-dues increase mentality this time around.  We will have to work very hard around them; a suggestion would be to take them to the next Council meeting.

Brother Holmann administered the Oath of Office to the newly elected officers.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned.

