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Aboriginal Action Circle (AAC)
Minutes
 February 24th, 2010

Chair:
Edward Martin 

A/Secretary:
Edward Martin 

PSAC Resource Officer:
Pierre Parker

Present:
Albert Dumont, Les Maiczan, Glenda Eagle, John Jewitt, Karen Jacobs-Williams, Shirley Tolley, Rena-Marie Young, Vickie Grant, John Henry Commanda.

1. 
Elder, Albert Dumont opened meeting with smudging and prayer at 5:30 pm. 

2. 
Edward Martin called meeting to order at 5:45 pm and welcomed all the attendees who then introduced themselves.

3. 
Agenda was modified and accepted:



Agenda items deferred to next meeting


6.  AAC Terms of Reference


9.  NCR Regional Meeting


10. Communications


Agenda items added



11.  Other business (Pension Campaign – March 3, 2010, Pierre Parker to speak)

IT WAS MOVED by Glenda Eagle to accept the Agenda as amended

SECONDED Karen Jacobs-Williams.

4. 
Approval of minutes – January 27, 2010



AAC discussed the minutes and noted amendments and that it was best to have the minutes corrected, Karen Jacobs-Williams volunteered to make the revisions and the Circle agreed to defer the minutes until March 24th, 2010 meeting.

5.
Self-Id Discussion



Edward Martin reported back to the Circle about the meeting held with the Committee for the Advancement of Native Employment (CANE) on January 21, 2010 and the feeling at that time during the meeting was that the AAC would dually support a letter addressed to Patty Ducharme in response to her letter of December 9, 2009, however that was not the feeling anymore.  Edward explained that given the way the AAC takes decisions and the process for which we must continue, we cannot decide without the consent of the Circle.  We had a two week window to respond back to CANE as to whether we would support the letter and we could not do that because it was the Circle who decides.  Edward reiterated that the AAC did not have a firm position on Self Identification and that further consultation with the group was necessary.  Based on that, he also advised that the AAC should not be seen as speaking out against Patty Ducharme’s position as the funding for AAC is directly linked to PSAC.  It’s one thing to disagree and that is fine, but there are mechanisms in place for how we voice our concerns and that is the process we must continue.

Edward continued to report to the Circle with an update on the meeting with Patty Ducharme, Micheal Desautels, Shirley Tolley and Les Maiczen held on January 21, 2010.  Edward explained that the Circle was not in a position to definitively decide where the Circle was going and that the meeting with Patty was more informal but we did have the opportunity to ask her questions.  We did ask Patty Ducharme about her position and where it came from.  Patty Ducharme indicated that a letter was sent to the Public Service Commission that outlined the position of PSAC and that the Circle would be provided a copy via Michael Desautels.  Said copy of this letter was provided and distributed.  The letter outlines where PSAC stood on Aboriginal Self-Identification and they consulted with members of the National Aboriginal, Inuit and Métis (NAIM) Network and that the end result was more consultation is needed. A discussion ensued over possible ways the Circle could move forward.  It was proposed that an Aboriginal facilitated meeting to discuss the pros and cons would be the next step. Circle agreed to discuss further at the next March 24, 2010 meeting. 

The AAC members then voiced their ideas with respect to the issues and problems of the Affirmation of Aboriginal Affiliation Form (AAAF).  The following was raised:

· the issue / problem is false self identification;

· it was proposed that the AAC organize a workshop on self identification;

· we need to know how many Aboriginal designated positions there are in the federal public service – ask Michael Desautels to do an ATIP request;

· the objective is to ensure that jobs designated for Aboriginal peoples are staffed by Aboriginal candidates;

· we need to protect Aboriginal designated positions;

· concern regarding validity of some Métis cards;

· the AAAF introduced some controls to deter those who would falsely self identify as Aboriginal – it’s not a perfect system but it is a first step;

· the AAAF is a distinct process whereby appointees have an obligation to provide accurate information about Aboriginal status and affiliation (i.e. to a Nation, community or land claim) and emphasizes the consequences of false declaration;

· very easy to self identify;

· we have to STOP false self identification; and

· a job is precious and if the job is posted for Aboriginal applicants only, we need to protect these jobs for our people!
· strong speakers be invited to the meeting to represent all views.
6. 
IRS Candle Light Vigil – donation for IRS project, Edward Martin asked to have this deferred to the next meeting in lieu of time.  Circle agreed.

7. 
Pierre Parker gave a brief message about “Protecting our Pensions”, information was available for distribution and if members wanted to sign the petition, they could do so and that more information could be found on the PSAC website.

8. 
Albert Dumont – Closing Prayer

9. 
Next meeting set for: Wednesday March 24, 2010 and meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM
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MOVED by Toni Mathews and Seconded by Shirley Tolley

Carried Unanimously 


