December meeting of MASC (Men's Action and Support Committee) 

at the Foolish Chicken on Holland Avenue

ATTENDEES;

John Jedrasik (Chair)

Robert Lafortune

Pete Laviolette

Alex Sauvé (Alternate Chair)

Peter Hyduk

Mark MacKinley

GUEST;

Cindy Hyduk

AGENDA

1)Ratification of Donations to MDAC (Members with Disabilities Action Committee)

2)Men and Women Talking

3)“What Is Sexism”  Open Discussion

4)“Adopt a Family for X-mas” proposal

5)Round Table

The meeting was called to order at 5:40 p.m..

Ratification of Donations to MDAC

MASC had previously committed donations to MDAC for two events;

a) $100 towards bus charter for September trip to Kingston event – Moved by Bob Lafontaine, Seconded by Peter Hyduk.  Motion Carried

 b) $200 towards December Disability Day – Moved by Peter Hyduk, Seconded by Bob Lafontaine - Motion Carried

Men and Women Talking

 Alex Sauvé reported that an invitation from the Regional Women's Committee had been extended (through Maria Fitzpatrick) to take part in a Saturday session of the “Men and Women Talking” course. It was proposed that we would get together at an open kitchen, such as those at Loblaws locations or the LCBO at Rideau and King Edward. The committee discussed the concept and unanimously endorsed the initiative. - Moved by Alex Sauvé, Seconded by Peter Hyduk. - Motion Carried

“What Is Sexism”


 A discussion ensued under the question, “What is Sexism?”. Several responses were; “treating someone differently because of their gender”; “judging someone negatively due to their gender”; “sexism is created by people with small minds to nit-pick at people”; “gender-based prejudism”, and finally,  “a waste of time which this committee condemns”.

It was noted during discussion that sexism is practiced by both genders. Some men still expect women to serve them at home, as some women still expect men to be responsible for all repairs and changing of light bulbs. Of course, both of these expectations rely on gender stereotyping, 
which is a form of sexism.

It was also noted that 
both genders may have generally accepted behaviour traits and differences in the way that they perceive or interact with the world, but that these attributable differences are not shared by all men, or by all women. To say that all men are dull, beer-swilling, carousing, sports TV watchers is just as incorrect  as saying that all women are pink-wearing, aproned kitchen dwellers addicted to soap operas. To support any generalization which paints an entire gender with the same brush is also sexism. As said before, this committee condemns all forms of sexism as unacceptable prejudice.

Adopt a Family for X-mas

 A motion was presented to make a donation to support a single father  and enable him to buy supplies, food, or presents for his family at Christmas. The donation would be arranged through one of the local charitable agencies to the tune of $100 per family, plus $50 per child of the family. John Jedrasik offered to contact the Spirit of Christmas group which is affiliated to the Shelter in Bayshore, on Carling Avenue. Moved by Peter Hyduk, seconded by Pete Laviolette. Motion Carried

Round Table

a) It was raised that the website for MASC is seriously out of date, incorrectly listing Alex Sauvé as the current Chair with no current minutes posted. John offered to clarify the procedures for ensuring our minutes are posted and that the site is up-dated regularly. We have submitted our minutes in the past, but they haven't been posted. This gives the false impression that this committee does nothing, and it must be corrected.

b) Bob Lafortune distributed photocopied pages from the Community Resource Book, referring to services which aid men. He had just purchased it for his own local. We agreed that John should purchase a copy as soon as possible for this committee. 

It was also agreed that MASC would issue a challenge to all locals to purchase a copy of this valuable book at the next Regional Council meeting. If one person was aided by a referral from this book, it would be well worth more than the nominal charge for the book. It's a valuable resource, published non-profit to aid our population in conflict or distress, which includes some of our members.

c)It was also noted that meeting invitations have not always been forwarded in a timely manner, or posted on the web-site. John agreed to ensure that we were following proper procedures to enable this. He will enquire as to what those proper procedures may be and determine if we have been submitting these requests incorrectly

The meeting was adjourned at 19:40.  Moved by Alex Sauvé, seconded by Bob Lafortune – Motion Carried
