Minutes of the Meeting of 
Members with Disabilities Action Committee (MDAC)
April 01, 2010
15 Holland Avenue, Ottawa

A //    In Attendance: 

· Pat McGrath                  (UNDE) (MDAC Chair) 

· Claudette Guibord         (UCTE) 




· Peter Hyduk                  (UNDE) 

· Michel Tondreau

 (GSU)
· Réjean Roy

(UTE) 
· Brigitte Coghill              (NRU)

· Stephanie Penwarden  (PSAC Rgn Rep)
· Maria Fitzpatrick (REVP, NCR)
B // Absent: 

· Ruben Marulanda        (NRU)
· Marc Masson                (NAT)
C // Sending Regrets: 

· Gabriel Nicholas           (UNDE)

· Monty Montgomery       (UNDE)
· Denise Camus      
 (CEIU) 

· John Jedrasik        
 (GSU) 

· Judith Lewis                  (NHU)
· Benoit Durand

 (NAT)

1 // Introduction 

Meeting was called to order at 17:40 hrs. 

2 //  Adoption of Agenda

The Agenda for the meeting was reviewed and accepted: 

· Motion :      
-  Peter Hyduk                     
· 2nd :           
-  Réjean Roy       
· Carried 

3 //  Adoption of Minutes from March 4, 2010 meeting
The minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and small grammatical changes were made. Motion to adopt with changes:

· Motion :      Michel Tondreau                    

· 2nd :           Peter Hyduk                     


· Carried 

4// Matters arising from last meeting (s)
NCRC AGM – the venue has been changed to Palais du Congrès in Gatineau. 
Maria has launched a challenge to MDAC. She would like MDAC to attempt to find a location in Gatineau which would be suitable to hold the Council meetings. It must accommodate 250 people minimum classroom style, be fully accessible and reasonable. The NCRC only has a budget of about $500/day for Council meetings. Palais du congrès is more expensive. Work has progressed in finding alternate venues in Ottawa – Carleton University is impressive.
Maria went on to thank MDAC for all the work they have done. She is looking forward to any recommendations that MDAC can make re another venue in Gatineau which meets everyone’s needs.
Maria would also like MDAC to take on the challenge of the Maison du citoyens to ensure that it reflects the needs of persons with disabilities. 

There is also a meeting on April 6, 2010 to which every member is invited. It is to discuss the “Fight Back Campaign” in regards to recent federal announcements. Ie 27 positions eliminated at the National Gallery, 300 lay offs announced at the call centre for Canada Post. The meeting will be from 5 – 7 in the JK Wyllie boardroom, 233 Gilmour.

Maria departs.

Pat reported on a meeting which was held with herself, Peter, Maria, Pierre P, and Stephanie following the last MDAC meeting. Following a very productive meeting, the evidence that MDAC’s concerns with the Maison du citoyens are being addressed, and the willingness of Maria to see the issues the following motion was made:
that the motion made March 4, 2010 which reads “that Maria Fitzpatrick, Pierre Parker and Dominic Lavoie attend an in depth sensitivity training in regards to persons with disabilities” be rescinded.


Motioned: 
Peter Hyduk


2nd:

Michel Tondreau


Carried

5// Accessible review for the Education Committee
· MDAC has been invited to assist in evaluating new venues for advanced courses. To date Carleton University has been evaluated. Algonquin College will be evaluated next week. Hopefully the University of Ottawa, Université de Québec dans l’Outaouais will be done in the near future. Anyone who is interested in assisting with the evaluations please let Pat know. 
6// MDAC’s 20th Anniversary

The date had to be postponed to April 24, 2010 – same time and location. Pat has been working on a display of photographs and is looking for a pretty centrepiece. Stephanie was able to change the date on the SOP with no additional charges. People to be invited include: Peter Deschenes, Wilman Findlay, Joe Foster, Pat Derrick, Diana Quinn Grant, Daryl Bean, Arthur Carkner, John Baglow, Byron Bolick, Rick Taylor, Robyn East, James Infantino, Annette Marquis and Ed Cashman. 

Claudette identified a handbook which she would like to hand out. Claudette is to arrange for the book and Michel will assist her with the transportation. 
7// Human Rights Day December 10th 2010
MDAC has been asked to participate once again. The first meeting will be approximately April 10. If you are interested please notify Pat and she will get the date, time and location for you. One aspect of the event is an award for involvement. Pat would like to nominate Daryl Bean. The issue will be decided at the next meeting so please bring other names and information with you. 

8 // Round Table

Claudette: meetings have taken place in regards to Bill 140. We are still waiting for the report to be produced. 
Peter is hoping to present the finances at each meeting. He asked for the report but unfortunately Amélie has been away. He will have a report for the May meeting.

Réjean questioned what the committee is doing in regards to the parking issue with PWGSC. The committee already had Donna Lackie of GSU in to speak on the issue. We are following her lead on what is to be done. Each and every member of MDAC is challenged to call or write their MP re the issue and to report back at the next meeting. The Chair will also speak with CRAPO and OAC. 

Stephanie noted that another grievance course was added in May. 

Pat reported on the Pride Conference which she attended for her component. Gave her a different perspective on the issues facing the GLBT community. 

A // Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for:  May 6, 2010. 

B // Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn was made at:  19:45 pm. 

· Motion :      
-  Peter Hyduk
· 2nd :           
-  Pat McGrath                    
· Carried 

C// Minutes prepared and accepted 

Stephanie Penwarden, Reg. Rep 

Pat McGrath, MDAC Chair
Date 
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