Minutes of RVAC Meeting

April 23, 2009

Present:

Junelle Augustin


Paulette Barker

Zelma Buckley


Carl Laguerre

Gabe Nicholas



Agnes Uwamariya

Resource Person:


Holmann Richard

Regrets:

Larry Rousseau

Brother Laguerre called the meeting to order at 18:05

The Agenda was accepted as presented; the motion was made by Gabe Nicholas and seconded by Paulette Barker.

The motion to accept the March minutes was made by Paulette Barker and seconded by Zelma Buckley.

PSAC Triennial Convention

The EOC met and selected two resolutions as their priorities, namely the RV Network and the Equity VP.  The RV Network met Concurrence but is not among the top ten priorities.  It was place in 22nd place.  The resolution calling for a National VP for Human Rights did not meet concurrence.  Carl will request from the REVP the Implementation Plan for the RV Network.

Another priority for the EOC is the women’s resolution and a reason for this is that the fact that women are no longer seen as an Equity group due to the gains they have made.

It is felt that as delegates to Convention the RV Man and Woman have a responsibility to focus on resolutions coming out of our conference.

Brother Laguerre also reported that the RV Woman, Danielle Dubuc will be going to Geneva to represent Equity on behalf of the PSAC.

It has been noticed that there is no longer communications with RVAC in regards to events concerning racialized persons; we have a need to network with our brothers and sisters, to take the fear out of participating with the union.  As the first RV committee of the PSAC we have been successful in and we are known for challenging and finding solutions to issues when they arise; however, we can’t do anything if we if we don’t know about them.

At the NCR Council meeting a copy of the NAIM Action Plan was promised to Carl.  It was never received; therefore, Carl will request again and send out to the committee.  The cost breakdown for our network is 5 cents/member/month

Activities/Meetings

Gabe asked about an equity event for UNDE RVAC members.  It was explained that an event/activity under the RVAC banner would have to include all components; however, such an event/activity could serve as a recruitment tool.

The budget submission was reviewed and accepted.  Zelma will complete the spread sheet and send to Carl and Paulette before submitting to the PSAC.

Human Rights Awards and Presentation

RVAC is expected to take the lead this time (we always do) as it was always our priority to do something for Human Rights Day.  Carl has all the criteria which he just have to redo and send out to the other committees.

Each committee will choose their own candidates as well as a representative for the organizing committee.  Carl will send email with the posters.  RVAC is asked to think about the awards and deserving recipients.  A question was asked regarding the need for RVAC to take the lead if it is a joint venture.

Elections

For the position of secretary:  Agnes was nominated by Zelma and seconded by Carl.  As there were no other nominations, Agnes accepted and was acclaimed.

There were two nominations for the position of VP/Communications Officer:

Junelle was nominated by Carl and seconded by Paulette.

Gabe was nominated by Zelma and seconded by Junelle.

Gabe declined.  Junelle accepted and was acclaimed.

A call was received from a RV brother regarding a case with his department.  He has a lawyer that is representing him; however, he needs help from RVAC as the PSAC has refused his case.  He has a legal bill for $6000.00 and is requesting help from us.  Sister Paulette will not make a motion tonight as we do not have the funds and she would need to familiarize the committee with the details.  However, it may be possible to speak with the PSAC.  She will obtain the brother’s permission to send his letter to our other networks for support; e.g. NCVM.  There was a recent Globe and Mail article on his case with the Human Rights Department.

There was a rumor that one of our resolutions was ruled out-of-order; on investigation, it was discovered that it was one of Nicole Maw’s.

A motion was made by Zelma and seconded by Carl to purchase a table of 8 @ a cost of $550.00 to attend the event for Jean Augustin.  The motion was carried in favor of 4/1.  Paulette wished to be recorded against.

The Oath of Office was administered by Hollman.

The meeting was adjourned at 20:30.

