AAC minutes, April 1, 2009 

Present: Shirley Tolley, Viola Thomas, Shirley Gagnon, Karen Jacobs‑Williams, Luc Tailleur, Albert Dumont, Glenda Eagle, Edward Martin, Diane Haddad, Charlotte Jacobs, Toni Mathews, Michael Desautels, John Sullivan, William Printup

Regrets: Pam Tabobondung, James Lumsden, Les Maiczan, David Cardinal, Elizabeth Henderson

1. 
Smudging Ceremony

2.  
Meeting called to order at 5:50 p.m.

3.
Shirley Tolley said she feels this will be a good meeting.  She welcomed our guest Luc Tailleur, the NAIM Equal Opportunities representative.  Luc said he delivered a petition signed by 22,000 with regards to post‑secondary education to parliament this afternoon and thanked Shirley for inviting him to the AAC meeting.  Shirley welcomed the members and proceeded to round table introductions.  Karen Jacobs‑Williams shared her joy that her daughter graduated from medical school.  Toni Mathews asked that we say a prayer for the new rotation of soldiers soon to be deployed to Afghanistan.

4.
Approval of Agenda 


Agenda amended as follows:


Add to other business – 


•
Elections


•
Canada Council Letter


•
Truth and Reconciliation Residential Schools ‑ Viola Thomas


Toni Mathews moved to accept the agenda with changes.  Seconded by Glenda Eagle


Approval of February 28, 2009 minutes

Approved by Karen Jacobs‑Williams and seconded by Charlotte Jacobs with addition to item 14, Canada Council of the Arts, second bullet should read: "Albert Dumont sent a letter to the Heritage Minister, the Canada Council, Aboriginal newspapers, artists and activists across the country." 

5.
November 2008 minutes

Shirley Tolley deferred approval of the November minutes until the next meeting and said she promises to review them.

6.
Budget


•
In Treasurer Rena‑Maria Young’s absence, Shirley Tolley accepted to update us on the AAC budget which now stands at  $4,949.  Out of this amount we need to deduct food (January), taxi ($145), Charlotte Jacobs airfare to the Winnipeg conference, $85 room rental which may have been for our November meeting at the Odawa Centre, Elder (2X) which means that in fact we are carrying over $599 from last year’s budget


•
John Sullivan explained that we can carry over the remainder of 2008 budget if we can justify we will use it.  By May 15, the Circle must submit how we plan to spend our money as we will get no money until we submit this budget plan.


•
The Budget plan will be an item on the agenda for our April work planning session


•
Rena‑Marie Young has said she will step down as treasurer and asked that we find a replacement for her.  Toni Mathews has agreed to act as treasurer in the interim until the next election.   

7.
Communications Committee


•
Shirley Tolley reiterated that she doesn’t have time to do everything.  She formed the communications committee (Shirley Tolley, Les Maiczan, David Cardinal and Charlotte Jacobs) to share the responsibility.   The committee sat down for five minutes before last month’s meeting.  It was decided that Charlotte Jacobs would take the lead on communications.


•
Shirley asked Charlotte to set up a Communication Committee meeting within the next couple of weeks to further discuss the role of the committee and to put a structure in place.


•
Membership list: Part of the problem is we have too many lists. One person needs to be in control of the AAC members’ list.  



•
John Sullivan said PSAC has support staff available to keep the list up‑to‑date and communications items could be forwarded to the PSAC for distribution.  This system works well with all the committees



•
Shirley said several times she tried to contact Am élie and did not get a response until the next day.  She would rather have an AAC member responsible to keep the list up‑to‑date.  



•
Charlotte Jacobs agreed to review all the lists and come up with one that we will use and keep that list up‑to‑date.  John agreed to help her with that.  The goal is to have just one list of our members.  Edward Martin agreed to help Charlotte with the list as well.


•
E mails:  Karen Jacobs‑Williams asked that we follow protocol when sending out emails from the AAC.   One person should be responsible for sending out the emails.  It was decided that Charlotte Jacobs will take the lead and distribute the emails.  John Sullivan explained that we might consider using the blind copy option in the email, as when we respond, it will only reply to the sender.


•
Minutes and Agenda: Shirley said that Diane Haddad takes the minutes and has them to her within a few days following the meeting.  Shirley reviews them and  then forwards them to Charlotte for distribution to the members. Shirley will aim at having the minutes distributed at least one week before the meeting so that the membership can review them before the next meeting.

Diane Haddad passed around a proposed structure for AAC minutes.  She said that the "Record of Decision" format,  might be more effective and eliminate the pages, upon pages of "he said, she said" type minutes we presently use.  It would save time and clearly identify decisions made and action items.  Before the meeting, Diane approached John Sullivan to make sure the format was OK in so far as it pertains to PSAC requirements.  John said he had no problem with using this type of format.  Shirley said she didn’t have time to look at the format as she passed it around.  Decision on use of new format and distribution of minutes deferred to next meeting     


•
We made the news!: Michel Desautels, PSAC’s Human Rights representative, passed around a copy of the  Industrial Workers newspaper.  The front page highlighted our rally at the first Aboriginal Peoples Conference in Winnipeg, which many of us attended.  The PSAC banner was clearly visible in the photo.

8.
United Nations Declaration of Indigenous Rights


•
Shirley Tolley said Pam Tabobondung who was leading the effort of getting lawyer Paul Joffe to come to speak on the Declaration is going through a "rough time" and will not be able to follow‑up.


•
The plan was to have an information session at 233 Gilmour open to all and have Paul speak on the Declaration 


•
Viola Thomas said she reviewed both documents provided by Karen Jacobs‑Williams at the last meeting.  Joffe provided legal advise and the Conservatives lied to us about the impact of the Declaration.  Louise Amour spoke on the rights of other Canadians at the Supreme Court of Canada.  Viola suggested that we invite ??? McLeod of the First Nations B.C. UN Tribunal, or women of that stature to speak on the Declaration 


•
Michael Desautels said the Canadian record as a Human Rights power house is at risk.  Is our country really willing to turn our back (on the signing of this Declaration)? 


•
Luc Tailleur said Canadian non‑Aboriginal don’t know what the UN Declaration is.


•
John Sullivan said the Liberals shouldn’t get off scot free.  MacNafief is not asking the Conservatives to do something about Aboriginal issues.  The Liberals are being negligent in their silence.  They’ re just accepting what the Conservatives are doing, which is nothing.   Paul Martin has done more on Aboriginal issues as an individual than the Liberal party has done.  When he was Prime Minister, he wanted to put through the Kelowna Accord.  John suggested we assign a UN Declaration sub‑committee to work on this and to take action.  Start working on this ASAP.  Deferred to work planning session. 

9.
Work planning session  

Logistics


•
Date set:  Friday, April 17 evening ‑ Saturday, April 18

•
John, Shirley and Les will coordinate – Where? / Agenda

Agenda

1.
UN Declaration of Indigenous Rights  ‑ create a sub‑committee 

2.
Sharon McIvor, Bill C31 ‑ Diane and Charlotte will forward action plan to members

3.
Budget Plan ‑ Shirley Tolley

4.
Review NAIM Action Plan

5.
Increasing the visibility of the Circle ‑ discussion

6.
Truth and Reconciliation ‑ Viola Thomas

7.
How do we acknowledge victims of residential schools? ‑ All

8.
Canada Council of the Arts ‑ Albert Dumont

9.
Decide on format /how to distribute AAC minutes ‑ discussion 

10.
November 2011 ‑ National Aboriginal Peoples Conference ‑ John Sullivan

11.
AAC Elections ‑ Michel Desautels suggested a motion of notice about the election, such as the time and place, should be sent to all members.  Shirley agreed she would advise the members of the election.

Positions up for vote : Chair, vice‑chair, secretary, treasurer and NCR representative

10.
NCR Executive Meeting Update


•
Shirley Tolley said that proposed budget / reports need to be submitted to PSAC in Arial 14 font by May 15


•
At these executive meetings, if you miss more than three meetings, you’re out, Shirley said in regards to attendance.  

11.
NAIM meeting update


•
Shirley Tolley said the new name for NAIM is National Aboriginal Peoples Circle (NAPC ‑  representatives) / Network (NAPN ‑ all members).  At the triennial meeting, a resolution will be put forth that this new name be adopted.


•
Shirley shared NAIM’s action plan for 2008 ‑ 2010 with the Circle.  One of the items was the renaming of NAIM, and that’s done.  There are seven items in total in the plan. (Terminology, outreach, communications, representation within the Union, education, mobilization and advancing our rights.)  Shirley asked the Circle to look over NAIM’s Action Plan , to see if there’s anything we as a group would like to work on / focus on in our AAC work plan.  


•
Shirley encouraged AAC members to sign up as a NAIM member.  In the NCR membership is way down, and she would like to see 100 ‑ 150 people sign up.  Charlotte Jacobs said if people don ’t know where to go on the PSAC website to sign up, to call her, she can help them figure it out.


•
Shirley circulated NAIM’s budget.  John Sullivan said one of the items is education ‑ NAIM will create a course out of their budget.


•
Shirley asked John why the next NAIM meeting is in October and why such a big gap.  John said the meetings usually are in the fall and the spring, October / May.  Because of the PSAC National Aboriginal Peoples conference, the schedule got shifted.  

12.  
Other Business


AAC banner


•
John Sullivan said the man who does the banners is very busy.  John made sure we are next in line :)  


Truth and Reconciliation Commission


•
Viola Thomas asked that the TRC be incorporated in the agenda for our work planning session due to time constraint.  She mentioned that the new selection panel was chosen which include Mary Simon, INAC deputy minister, Phil Fontaire. . . Item deferred to work planning session April 19.


Canada Council of the Arts


•
Albert Dumont said the situation is a nasty state of affairs and there will be no change unless we fight for it.  He explained that the issue centres around grants for Aboriginal Writers being given to non‑Aboriginal people.  On the application, all one needs to do is check a box that says they are Aboriginal and they get the money without anybody verifying if they truly are.  If we don’t do something, the  Aboriginal voice will be lost in the arts.  We need to protect our interest, he said.


•
Albert approached Marcel Belanger in the east and asked for someone living in  Dewar’s riding to rally for his support. Diane Haddad said that Charlotte Jacobs and herself live in Dewar’s riding.  Albert said he’s also pushing James Moore to direct the Canada Council to change the way things are done.


•
John Sullivan said the question we should ask the people making the decisions at Canada Council is, "Why it is OK to lie."  An example would be if we lie about having a University education on an application, there would be repercussions and we would lose our jobs if our employer found out we lied about it.


•
Karen Williams‑Jacobs congratulated Albert on such a well‑crafted.  "It’s very eloquent.  I wish I had written it." 


•
Shirley Tolley said the Métis is our problem.  People identify themselves as Métis, to steal from us– she explained that she applied for an Aboriginal designated position, and the competition was won by someone who was non‑Aboriginal.  The girl who won did not belong to any community.   People should have to show their status card.  "I will fight on this issue until the day I die," she said.


•
Diane Haddad asked Shirley what happens to people like her who don’t belong to a community.  "My grandmother is Mohawk, but I was born and raised here in Ottawa.  Does this mean I have no right being a part of this Circle."   Karen Williams‑Jacobs suggested Diane felt threatened and read a paragraph from Albert’s letter : XXX.   Diane said, her question had nothing to do with feeling threatened.  Getting her job wasn’t dependent on whether she was Aboriginal or not.  "My point is that I thought this Circle was inclusive of all Aboriginal people, regardless of whether they have a status card or not," Diane said.  


•
Luc Tailleur said in Quebec Métis people have status cards.  He said self‑id is an issue everywhere.  "Don’t fight by requesting ID cards," he suggested.  Some Aboriginal people do not have ID cards, an example is the grandchildren affected by Bill C31, and also many Aboriginal people refuse to be registered with INAC.


•
Viola Thomas asked if Albert approached (woman at Canada Council.)  Albert said he had and "she started beating the war drum as soon as I walked in the door."   Viola suggested we bring forward models / different processes that are working.   She suggested we differ the discussion to the work planning session on April 18.

SORRY couldn’t write fast enough. I need further clarification on the following: 

Who spoke of :  

•
Andrew Carol (sp) and his fight being denounced and he’s recognized as a cheater.

•
Approaching Tom Hill, AFN and to ask him who he is accountable to and ask him to talk to the Grand Chief

•
Involving an Aboriginal person who’s strong in stature and recognized by the Canada Council to help us develop a strategy

•
John McCuen (sp) acting as labour representative on the Police Services Board

Please expand.

13.
Next meeting:  Work planning session April 17 & 18 

14.
Meeting adjourned:   8:30 p.m.  – Motion by Karen Williams‑Jacobs, seconded by Viola Thomas

